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Dear readers,

In the last seven years Thomas Luethi was the third person in the fellowship of the
Section leadership. This spring he resigned from this task. He was actively involved
from his home in Sweden; four times a year we sat around a table with him as the
leaders of the Section or as a team.

Thomas has a phenomenal gift of listening; this means listening to each and every
person. No matter where he was, he created a listening space for the intentions of
the individual. As a result, quite practically, dialogue became the normal way for
meeting one another and working together. An essential part was Thomas’
refreshing kind of humour, which always included the others laughing and never
was at the expense of others. Thomas’ way of working was felt in many parts of
the biodynamic and Demeter movement as well as in the Section.

If you wanted a clear expression of Thomas’ own position on a particular point, you
had to ask specifically. Then you received an answer. These answers were based on
a spiritually secure foundation and left the person concerned the greatest possible
room for manoeuvre to deal with this position. Thomas was also the man for
special missions. Although he was not involved in the steady stream of daily tasks,
time and again he discerned and took on special tasks. Thus it was his idea to ask
Prince Charles to make a contribution to the 2017 Agricultural Conference. His
enquiry was followed by months of intensive contact with Buckingham Palace,
which were finally crowned with success.

Thomas’ resignation from the Section leadership is not a resignation from active
involvement in the Circle of Representatives or in Demeter International. However,
for us he will now no longer accompany us in the same way. We shall carry on
working to run the 



of America’s natural parks. Another point of contact is with the segment of the
climate justice movement that accepts the inevitability of some degree of climate
change, and thus argues that “adaptation” and “mitigation” strategies must be
developed alongside efforts to minimize the damage.

For anthroposophy, the biodynamic farm is the ideal site for planetary
transmutation. And this farm-centered vision of earth evolution has much to offer
every environmentalist. The simple truth is that the earth of 2100 will be vastly
different than the earth of 1900. It will be a hotter planet, though we do not
know how much hotter. It will be home to fewer species of plants and animals.
We cannot change these facts. What we can influence are the evolutionary forces
that will be changing the earth between now and 2100, and beyond. Do we want
these forces to be primarily mechanical forces, such as the injection of carbon into
the ocean floor and the spraying of reflective gases into the atmosphere as part of
a high tech strategy to mitigate climate change? Do we want the range of species
to be limited even further, as genetic engineers seek monocultures that will
maximize food production for humans on an ecologically disrupted planet? Or do
we want the century ahead to be characterized by a deeper symbiotic partnership
between humanity and both wild and domestic plants and animals, as we work
together to restore ecological balance and gradually recreate biodiversity? If these
are the things we want, we would do well to look to the biodynamic farm as an
emblem of our future. It is here that farmers look closely at their cows and their
corn, helping them to be cows and corn more authentically. It is here that wild
plants and animals are welcomed as bearers of their own distinct gifts. It is here
that communities gather to learn, to celebrate festivals, and to share earth’s
bounty. And it is here that people are coming to know that our future and the
future of the planet are inseparably knit together.

Book reviews

Die Düngerpräparate Rudolf Steiners – Herstellung und Anwendung
(Rudolf Steiner’s Preparations for Fertilising– Production and Application)
Walter Stappung, Author and Publisher, ISBN 978-3-9521944-4-7
Ueli Hurter

This book, in a large format, 632 pages in total, with a separately bound
bibliographical part, overall weight 2.2 kg., in striking yellow, was not to be
overlooked at the Agricultural Conference, where it turned up brand new from
the printers. Just as the author, Walter Stappung, is not to be overlooked. At a lot
of biodynamic gatherings he is to be recognised by his striking outfit with his
broad-brimmed, black hat. But also in a spiritual-cultural sense Walter has been a
prominent figure for many years. With his open and, simultaneously,
unconventional manner he travels around as an expert on the preparations.
Holding this large book in your hands, you wonder, now what is in this book?
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How is this compendium structured? How does Walter manage to strike the
balance between objectively collecting all the available indications and his own
decided positioning, well-known from conversations? How is the author’s inner
and outer attitude towards his theme?

The author’s attitude becomes evident straight away, in fact, with the title of the
work, “Rudolf Steiner’s Preparations for Fertilising” – this is making an
announcement! With the preparations it is the fertilising that counts – in my view
this is right. Of course, this presupposes an essentially extended concept of
fertilising. For, the essential nature of what fertilising is remains a mystery – yet it
provides a never-ending task for practical farming and research for agriculture,
inspired by anthroposophy. Terming and understanding the preparations as
medicines or sacraments, as is frequently done, may open up interesting
viewpoints, yet it does not get to the heart of the matter. Thus, I believe that
Walter hits the first nail on the head with his title.

He hits the second nail on the head with the title of the chapter in which he
introduces the preparations in a general way: “The preparations – the core of
Rudolf Steiner’s approach”. According to my assessment his characterisation of
them as the core is an accurate evaluation and fits into the overall context of what
we call biodynamics. They are not some element or other among many, and
neither are they everything, but they are indeed comparable to the core or the
heart – the pulsating centre, into which everything flows and from where a lot of
things start for farming and research.

In many other parts of the book Walter Stappung’s healthy, down-to-earth
outlook reappears; for instance, he clearly rejects several passages which
speculatively attribute statements to Steiner. The necessary importance is attached
to a situation-based, personal approach and, at the same time, no legitimacy is
accorded to a naïve, ignorant approach. For Walter practice for which the
individual takes responsibility themselves is the most important thing, and he
wants to be of service to this approach with his compendium; for him the point is
not a description of the preparations in itself.

Personally I could not find my way into the structuring of the book. It does indeed
follow the well-trodden path from the spray preparations to the compost
preparations and from production to application. However, what the viewpoint
was behind putting a subject matter in the main part and then again in the
appendix, remains unclear. For example, the cow horn preparation is discussed
both in the main part and in the appendix that are separated in the book by a
good 400 pages, and yet they appear listed in the contents together. Then the
related bibliography is put in a second, separate volume. Essentially the book
consists of all the material collected on the preparations. First of all, this applies to
the Agriculture Course, secondly, to everything that has been published on the
preparations in the last 92 years, thirdly, to the results of research trips and visits
to many preparation producers from around the world and, fourthly, to his own
practical experience over many years. In brief, the wealth of material is vast and
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the structuring suffers under the weight of it. Everything is recorded, no selection
is made. Nonetheless, the author may absolutely lay claim to providing the most
comprehensive account of the theme. There has not been an evaluation of the
material according to essential/non-essential, everything has been recorded. Thus,
for example, spreading the preparations by drones gets a mention just as much as
the application of preparations on golf courses.

A piece de resistance is dealing with the question of the mesentery. As is well-
known, for many people this is the parting of the ways concerning what Steiner
meant and which of the membranes from the abdominal cavity is the right one
for the dandelion preparation. The internal world of the cow and the practical
steps for separating the membranes is clearly shown with colour photographs.
Then you have to leaf through 400 pages in order to find the scientific data and
the practical experience, which are each recorded faithfully. What is right and
what is wrong among the various parts and variants of the inner membranes?
Walter leaves it open, he opens up the possibility that perhaps the same thing is
not optimal in both light soil and heavy soil; he speaks openly about the way he
has developed and progressed from using the omentum as a whole to using the
part of the peritoneum that covers the mesentery. Here we have it:
comprehensive in gathering the material, exact in the analysis and leaving people
free in their practice.

The question remains as to how Walter lets his own opinion – and I really know
this side of him – stand out. He has found a clever solution. The long list of
particulars gathered on a subject is suddenly interrupted with the announcement
“commentary”. Then the author says what he has to say, and concludes this
commentary neatly. For example, one author is quoted saying, “Biodynamics is a
robust system. No need to worry about it not working”. Walter Stappung’s
commentary is: “However, there is no justification for being sloppy and slipshod. I
attach more value to taking care, to working carefully than to any particular
method of working”.

For all those wanting to get to grips more closely with the preparations a
collection of all the available sources, indications and experience is presented here.
The author’s attitude is down-to-earth towards speculative tendencies, which
always surround this subject. This factual objectivity offers the basis for tolerance
towards a lot of his colleagues’ approaches. I think this comprehensive collection
of indications and experience with the preparations is of great benefit to the
biodynamic movement; and I would wish it to become widely known and
available to people, study groups, associations, training courses, etc., wherever
the nurturing of the preparation work in practice, research and teaching is one of
the ongoing tasks. 
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